Harding, Vernon Alfred (1877 AIF)

Name Harding, Vernon Alfred
Sapper AIF

Service Number 1877

Date of Birth 3rd September 1895

Died 2nd November 1967

Place of Birth Port Elliot SA

Resident Victor Harbor SA

Cemetery Victor Harbor Cemetery
Image 1© Robyn AKMANS family collection 2016

Circa 1916

Vernon Alfred Harding, the fourth child of Walter James Harding and Emily Harding (nee Parsons),
was born in Port Elliot on 3 September 1895. Using his farm labouring experience, he displayed
strength and skill in sheaf tossing at Port Elliot’s 1915 annual sports. He enlisted in the AIF in
Adelaide on 13 March 1916 and was posted to the 2nd Reinforcements Unit of the 5th Pioneer
Battalion, despite having nearly three years of experience with the Militia Light Horse.

Less than a month later, after minimal training, his party of reinforcements sailed on 11 April 1916
from Adelaide, aboard HMAT Aeneas, reaching Egypt on 15 May. Six days later he was on his
way to France, landing at Marseilles on 29 May.

Vernon then remained at the Australian Base Depot at Etaples for three months before joining the
5th Pioneer Battalion on 28 August 1916. The Battalion, located near Fauquissart and Cordonnrie
in northern France, was busy digging drainage channels and burying signal cables to protect them
from shell-fire.

After spending most of December 1916 in hospital recovering from bronchitis, Vernon was
admitted to hospital again on 18 January 1917, with foot abrasions and did not return to duty until 7
March. During September 1917, the Battalion was near Dickebush in Flanders, giving valuable
support to the Australian Infantry Divisions during the Battle of Menin Road. Historian Charles
Bean wrote “The most vital part of the effort at this stage, as before and after every stage of this
battle, was the intense work put in by pioneers, engineers, tunnellers, and transport drivers in
extending the plank roads and railways”.

The Battalion was building a track and a road near the village of Hooge, Belgium, when Vernon
was wounded in his right ear on 24 September. After initial treatment he was evacuated to the
American 16th General Hospital at Le Treport in France. Convalescence followed, with Vernon
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rejoining the Battalion on 20 November 1917. His name was among the list of wounded in the
344th Casualty List published in Australian newspapers around 24 October.

Thereafter, the Battalion continued their important work of building and maintaining roads and
tramways, digging communication trenches and light engineering tasks. One notable achievement
in April 1918 was burying 4.1 km of signal cable to one metre deep in a single day.

Vernon was granted leave in England from 7 to 23 October 1918 but, soon after returning, was sent
to hospital and did not rejoin his Battalion until 17 December after the Armistice.

Men were returned to Australia as quickly as shipping permitted, with Vernon travelling to England
on 16 April 1919 before sailing for home on the Transport Beltana on 2 June.

Vernon was discharged from the Australian Imperial Force at Adelaide on 29 August 1919. Later
he received the British War Medal and Victory Medal.

During the early 1920s he played both cricket and football for Port Elliot, becoming captain of both
teams. On 3 September 1923 he married Marguerite Jessie Abbot at Middleton and there were two
children of the marriage. Vernon Alfred Harding died in Adelaide on 2 November 1967; he and his
wife are interred in the Victor Harbor Cemetery.

His older brother, Leslie Elliot Harding, enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on 3 September
1914 and was later commissioned and awarded a Military Cross while serving with the 50th
Infantry Battalion in France.
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Appendix

Image 3© Robyn AKMANS family collection 2016
Photograph of Vernon Harding’s grave in the Victor
Harbor Cemetery 5 February 2012.

Image 2 © Robyn AKMANS family collection 2016
Vernon shown in militia uniform riding his horse in
Port Elliot
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FOR QUALITY GROCERIES
H. M. INGLIS & CO.
Coral Street, Victor Harbour,

Orders promp!ly delivered.

Weekly delivery Encounter Bay,
Back Validy and Timan Valley,

'Phone: Victar 86 for satisfaction.

GENERAL CARRIER
Stock Tﬂm;}rktd lnr Goldshrough,

AGENT ron LADD'S DRINKS
SCOL_ICE
Delivery Tl:udn)'m Thursdays, and

Saturdays.
All classes of

Supplies o Cement on hand.
Acraman Street - Victor Harbour
tor 202.

DEFECTIVE ORIGINAL

W. D. RICHARDSON

VICTOR HARBOUR AGENCY.

torsy

UNXUN [NSU“‘NL‘E OF CANTON,
Address: Emmett Transport Co,
Ocean St., VICT@R HARBOUR.

ENMETT TRANSPORT (0.

ADELAIDE—VICTOR HARBOUR
ARR IERS

CCA. Gouger-sures
e cm

SHELL DEPOT AGENT
Alss ageat for Hall's Drinks.
Quotes Civen on

Agent for John Reid & Son.

Wattle-bark. B

VICTOR HARBOUR MOTOR
SERVICES LIMITED,

VICTOR HARBOUR AND PORT
ELLIOT

TIME TABLE

LEAVES VICTOR HARBOUR

Sundays—4 p.m,
SUMMER AND WINTER
a Motor Coach leaves Victor Harbour
every

onday at 6 a.m.

Week-ond Rcturn from Victor Har.
bour, 10/

Cars depart from Port Elliet 15
minutes prior to leaving Vietor Har.

bour.
LEAVES ADELAIDE
¢ )
Monday to Saturdsy—8 a.m, 2
i and £.30
Sundays—9.30 am. and 7 pam.

Fares :—Sil 776; K Return, 12/-; Day
Return, 10/; Children (4 to 14 yearsy
half-price.

Special reduction for men in uniform,

BOOKING OFFICE. — Combined
Passenger Scrvices, Duncan xnilmng,,
Franklin ~ Street, Adelaide.

Central 6000 Bond's Tours, Noﬂh
Terrace; Phone Ceatral 8950
Government Tourist Bureau, Kw
William Street; Phone, Central 6070.
VICTOR H\kﬂouk—umn Streer
(gext P.0.); Phone: Victor 225; after
haurs : Victor 17.1

BRUCE ‘& HALL

Whelesale and Retail Butchers,

VICTOR HARBOUR.

Our Motto: Quality, Cleanline
Civili

and

Carts Run Dally.
*Phone 36.

(JERSEY STUD)
Notel for
High Quality
Jersey Milk

Telsphons, Vieler 807,

&.V.ROGERS

Piinted and Publis
Morning by
“Victor
Coral

PARCELS DFF]CE—('nmbmzd Pas-
senger  Services, Duncan Buildings,
Fﬂnkhu Street.

RABBIT and FOX SKINS

Alse Water Nat, Kangarco, and Si
Skine, Hors haie) Hidon, Tollow, sie?
PLOMPT CASH
NO COMMISSIONS
Rail to Mile End or Carrier to our
Store—

187.188 Waymouth Streat, Adelside
CAIN AND JACOB
I'hone 6492
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Beware also of
Contauninated Fresh Milk.
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2 HUGE BOOT STOCKS
WHYBROW'S & TONKIN'S
Y0U GET TEE BENEFTT|
Over 4,000 Pairs to Selest From.
The Boots YOU want are at Barlow's and don't
forget they are priced at

Half Usual Prices

W.Barlow Shoe Stores

Where The Geod Boots Are,

10, 63 Rundie street, and 13 Hindiey street.
Open Late Friday Nights,

E. J. Miller & Co.,

MARRYATVILLE ROAD,
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- o View 1 oir oo 2
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T CLEANLINESS, AND COMFORT
GAS COMPANY. 90 KING WILLIAM ST,

206




