HOLLIDAY, William (AIF 5331)

Name HOLLIDAY, William Corporal
Service Number AIF 5331

Date of Birth 4th February 1895

Died Ist October 1917

Place of Birth Unley SA

Resident Victor Harbor SA

Cemetery Lost - Destroyed by Enemy Fire.

Commemorated on the Ypres
(Menin Gate) Memorial, Ieper,
Belgium

William Holliday was born at Unley on 4 February 1895, the eldest of five children of James
Holliday and Ada Eliza Holliday.

The family later moved to Victor Harbor where his father James Holliday, built the Warringa Guest
House on Flinders Parade. William was educated at the local public school and joined the junior
cadets. He later enlisted in the militia forces and prior to his enlistment in the AIF on 24 January
1916, he ran a chicken farm just outside of Victor Harbor.

After his enlistment he was posted to A Company, 2nd Depot at Mitcham where he undertook his
basic training. He was promoted to Corporal on 16 February and then transferred to the 17th
Reinforcements, 10th Battalion. The unit embarked for England on the HMAT A60 Aeneas on 11
April 1916.

On arrival at Plymouth William entrained to the 3rd Training Battalion at Perham Downs on the
Salisbury Plains, Wiltshire, where he continued to be trained. He then sought transfer to the 10th
Battalion, which was in the frontline. On 5 August 1917, he arrived at Seninghem, France.

In early September 1917, the Battalion moved to the frontline near Ypres, Belgium and prepared for
an attack on Passchendaele Ridge. The British strategy called for the capture of the heights prior to
the winter months so that the Allies would have the high ground for a 1918 spring campaign.
However, the offensive was carried out during the wettest weather on record for 70 years. The area
of operations for the 10th Battalion was to be Nonne Boschen-Polygon Wood.

On the night of 19-20 September 1917, the Battalion moved up to the assembly point in front of
Jargon Trench. The move was done in sleeting rain. Between Halfway House and Hooge Crater, an
enemy gas shell burst and movement was restricted by having to wear gas masks. For over five
hours, until zero hour (0540 hours), the Battalion was subjected to heavy shelling which caused a
number of casualties. However, William was unscathed.
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The allied force advance commenced with Willam in tow. At the first objective, Glencorse Wood, a
strong enemy machine gun post manned by about 50 Germans with three machine guns was
encountered. During the assault and capture of the emplacement, 40 of the enemy were killed. At
the second objective, two enemy machine guns which had caused considerable casualties amongst
the Battalion, were captured. During the second day the enemy heavily shelled the area between the
second and third objectives, but the new Battalion front line remained intact. In the Polygon Wood
operation the Battalion losses were: 18 killed, 151 wounded and 54 missing.

At midnight on 30 September, the Battalion moved to the front line at Zonnebeke and relieved the
48th Battalion. An enemy barrage hit the advance elements of the 10th of which William was one of
the soldiers in the leading party. The shelling continued until first light and five men were killed and
24 wounded. Sadly William was one of those killed from shrapnel when an enemy shell burst close
to his party.

The dead were buried on site, in the nearby field. However, as was the case, on occasion, the grave
markers were later lost, or the graves destroyed by enemy barrages.

Cpl William Holliday is commemorated on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Ieper, Belgium
along with 54,321 other Commonwealth soldiers who have no known grave in the Ypres sector.
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Appendix

Image 2 ©Mark Hardy 2009
Formal portrait of William HOLLIDAY and his family, March 1916,

From left to right: sister Ivison Stewart HOLLIDAY (b. 13/01/1899, d. 09/11/1988), father James Hodgson HOLLIDAY
(sitting), Cpl William HOLLIDAY, sister Carlyle Agnes HOLLIDAY (b. 04/07/1904, d. 05/01/1992), eldest sister Edith
Iveson HOLLIDAY (b. 01/06/1897, d. 10/10/1991), his mother Adeliza Stewart HOLLIDAY (sitting), younger brother James
Hodgson HOLLIDAY (b. 04/07/1904, d. 05/01/1992). The photograph was taken when William was on pre-embarkation leave
and was most likely made at Warringa Guest House. In 1919 the HOLLIDAY family left Victor Harbor and moved to Glenelg.

Image 3©vwm.org.au2025
circa 1916.
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Image 4©Mark Hardy 2009

Article “Victor Cadets circa 1910” published in The (Victor
Harbor) Times, Thursday 19 April 2001. Reproduced from
the National Trust of Victor Harbor’s archives.

Image 5 ©Milnes, 2008
View of the Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres (Belgium = Ieper),
from inside the ramparts.
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Image 6©Milnes, 2008
The panel for the men of 10th Australian Infantry Battalion whose
names are inscribed on the Menin Gate Memorial.



U

orE :
SHGRAY. F. T R o |
GRAY J. W g
::A'Rmsm:: €. H, ¢

| SERJEANT OMNS M.

COLE w. KEEN A.W.
LW E., . CONNOCK E. KNEALE R.R.
PE P V. PAGE N. L. LANGLEY C.F T.
GGETYT H, LARKIN J. P.

ING G.H. M. | CORPORAL LESTER F. 1.

KINS R.W. CHILD A.L. . LLEWELYN D. L.
NEDY E. HOLLIDAY W. MCMILLAN W,
RVED AS KELEY A.H. MADLAND W. S.
TEMAN E. | LANCHESTER J. A.

MANGELSDORF W. H. |
GADE R.- MGNAUGHTON E. MILNES A. L.

KLAND S. WILLIAMS R.W, MOBBS H. G.
SON, S¢Q- B i MURPHY J. G.

IN R.Jv | LANCE CORPORAL NEALL A.E.

¥ L. | CORY W. F' SERVED As NEIL W.

OOKE D. B CORRIE ALE. NEWTON H.
REGOR W'A. GREEN H.F OBORN H. M.

AIR A.E:H. REICH E. OLSTON F. A.
DLING F.G. '. & STANTON B R.B. ‘O'SULLIVAN E.A.
ANGTON - ViG: PENGEL A.

RIS WAL | PRIVATE PHILLIPS A.V.
RO A J. R, ADAMS C. PICKEN J.

ON J. | ALLCHURCH C. PRATT W.F.
3LSON- A E. [ ALLEN E.R. PYBUS F. H.
“RSON G. ARRING C.:H. . ROBERTS J.

Location on the Roll of Honour

anel 59 in the Co

Roll of Honour name projection

William Holl ill be nto th




