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Name Searcy, Maurice Rolfe Private
Service Number SX10212
Date of Birth 22nd January 1905

Died 1st July 1942

Place of Birth St Peters SA

Resident Victor Harbor SA

Cemetery Commemorated at the Rabaul
Memorial

15X 102120

Maurice Roffe Searcy was born at St Peters in South Australia on 22 January 1905. He was the
eldest child of five children of John Edwin Searcy and Elizabeth Searcy (nee Kelly). His father was
the proprietor of real estate firm J.E. Searcy & Co, in Victor Harbor. Maurice was educated at
Victor Harbor Public High School where he completed his first year, he later moved to Adelaide to
complete his education. He later became an auditor. The Victor Harbor Times announced on the 29
December 1930, that Maurice got engaged to Isabella Martin of Pembroke St, College Park in
Adelaide. However on the 30 August in 1940, in his enlistment application, held by the National
Archives, it records his next of kin as his father with no listing of Isabella. His address was at 11
Pembroke Street College Park in the same street as his former fiancée.

After enlistment and some basic training, Maurice was posted to the Australian Army Ordnance
Corps (AAOC), a posting that would have utilised his qualifications as an auditor. Maurice then
undertook training at the Signals Training Depot in Balcombe (Victoria), followed by infantry
training with the 7th Infantry Training Centre at Wilson’s Promontory, near Foster in Victoria.

Whilst at Foster, he was admitted to the Casualty Station on 20 April 1941 suffering from an
infected insect bite. He rejoined the training course two days later. On 10 May 1941, Maurice was
posted to No. 1 Independent Company. This army unit had only been recently formed in May-June
of 1941. No. 1 Independent Company was raised for service in the Middle East, although at the time,
army headquarters were not quite sure what role the company would play there.

In May, Maurice was graded as a Group |1 Signaller. This title was an army classification for pay
purposes. The Company was warned that it was set for overseas service, and Maurice and other
members of the unit were sent on pre-embarkation leave from 20th to 30th June 1941. The
expectation they would soon see overseas service did not materialise until after Japan entered the
war.
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With the war against Japan, looming, No. 1 Independent Company joined the formation “LARK
FORCE”, a code-named special formation that would be sent to resist any future Japanese advance
towards Australia.

The men boarded the converted cargo and passenger ship HMT “Z” (the code name for the ship
ZEALANDIA) on 12 July 1941. (The HMT “Z” would later be destroyed on the 19 February 1942,
the in one of the two air raids attacking Darwin. Darwin was attacked by 188 Japanese fighter jets,
killing 236.)

The ship disembarked, at Kavieng the capital of the Papuan-New Guinean province of New Ireland.
Members of LARK Force, including No 1 Independent Coy, were ordered to strategically defend
the most important airfields and harbours.

The objective of the Lark Force was to maintain a forward air observation line as long as possible
and to make the enemy fight for this line rather than abandon it at the first threat, as the force was
considered too small to withstand any invasion.

In the event of an invasion of New Britain by the Japanese, Major James Edmonds-Wilson, who
commanded the 1st Independent Company, was under orders to resist long enough to destroy key
airfields and other military installations such as fuel dumps, before withdrawing south to wage a
guerrilla war. They did not have to wait very long, as on 21 January 1942, a preparatory bombing
raid by about sixty Japanese aircraft attacked Kavieng.

A number of aircraft were shot down. The company’s only means of escape, the schooner called
Induna Star, was damaged. Nevertheless, despite the damage the crew managed to sail the vessel to
Kaut where they hoped to repair the damage. As they did 1st Independent Company commandos
withdrew across the island to Sook, having received word that a large Japanese naval force was
approaching the island.

In the early morning of 22 January 1942, the Japanese landed at Kavieng. The landing Japanese
force consisted of between 3,000 and 4,000 troops. The Australian troops were outnumbered. As the
lead Japanese troops reached Kavieng airfield, fighting broke out. The small force of Australians
blew up the supply dump, remaining buildings still left standing, and did further damage to the
airfield, so the Japanese forces could not use anything.

Fighting their way out, the commandos withdrew towards the main force at Sook, a number of men
were captured in the process. On the 28 January, once the company had regrouped at Sook, they
withdrew further south to Kaut, where they helped with the repair of the Induna Star, before setting
out along the east coast of the island. They reached Kalili Harbour on 31 January but after learning
that the fighting on New Britain was over, and that the Japanese had occupied Rabaul, it was
decided to sail for Port Moresby.

On 2 February 1942, the schooner was sighted by a Japanese plane, which subsequently attacked it,
causing considerable damage to the vessel, as well as destroying one of its lifeboats and causing a
number of casualties. The Induna Star began taking on water and as a result the men were forced to
surrender. Under escort by a Japanese aircraft and then later a destroyer, they were instructed to sail
to Rabaul where they became prisoners of war. Maurice was listed as a POW. (prisoner of war)

After a few months at Rabaul, the officers were separated from their companies. The officers were
transported to Japan where they remained in captivity for the rest of the war, whilst the rest of the
companies including the members of Lark Force, which totalled more than 845, plus 200 civilians
that had been captured, where put on to the Japanese passenger ship Montevideo Maru for
transportation to the Japanese POW forced labour camp in Hainan Island.



Travelling unescorted, the Montevideo Maru sailed from Rabaul on 22 June. On 1 July, the ship
was sighted by an American submarine, the USS Sturgeon, off the coast of the Luzon, in the
Philippines.

The USS Sturgeon torpedoed and sunk the Montevideo Maru, without realising it was a prisoner of
war vessel. Of the 88 Japanese crew on board, only 17 survived. The Japanese survivors reported
that two torpedos hit the vessel and created an explosion in the oil tank in the aft of the hold. 11
minutes later the ship was sunk. The prisoners on board were held in the decks below. All 845
military prisoners from the Lark Force which included, 133 members of the 1 Independent
Company and the 2/22 Infantry Battalion, the Other Support Units which included detachments
from the Rabaul Anti-Aircraft Battery, Coast Artillery ("L" Heavy Battery), Army Medical Corps,
and Signals units, all perished. Over 200 civilian administrators, missionaries, and merchant seamen
also perished. In July of 1942, Maurice was listed as a missing POW. He was not officially declared
deceased until the 19 October 1945.

As PTE Maurice Searcy has no known grave, he was commemorated at the Rabaul Memorial, along
with 1,200 other Australian servicemen who lost their lives in that area during the Second World
War.



References:

Australian War Memorial., 2017., General information about Australian prisoners of the Japanese
|The Australian War Memorial. awm.gov.au.

Burrows, J.M., (n.d)., The Last Coast Watcher., “POWS on the Montevideo Maru,” [accessed
29/06/2026]

Burrows, J.M., (n.d)., The Last Coast Watcher., “Soldiers of the Lark Force.” [accessed
29/06/2026]

1st Independent Company., (n.d.)., awm.gov.au. [accessed 29/06/2026]
Genge., 2026., DVA’s Nominal Rolls., dva.gov.au. [accessed 29/06/2026]

Montevideo Maru: Australia finds wreck of Japanese WW2 disaster ship., 2023., bbc.com/news.
[accessed 29/06/2026]

National Archive of Australia., 2017., “SEARCY Maurice Roffe document file”., naa.gov.au.
[accessed 29/06/2026]

National Archive of Australia., 2017., “SEARCY Maurice Roffe Enlistment Image. ”, naa.gov.au.
[accessed 29/06/2026]

New images from the Montevideo Maru shipwreck., 2024., Truck on Seabed., abc.net.au. [accessed
29/06/2026]

NSW, S. (2022., Lark Force Lost; Rabaul, 23 January 1942. Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park, Sydney.
nsw.gov.au. [accessed 29/06/2026]

Private Maurice Roffe Searcy (unknown-1942.,2017., Findagrave.com. [accessed 29/06/2026]

Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Memorial., 2026., “Died on the Montevideo Maru.”, montevideo-
maru.org. [accessed 29/06/2026]

Soldiers of the Lark Force., (n.d)., “COMMEMORATING those who Served; Who Died and those
who Escaped from NEW BRITAIN - 1942. grahamswebdesign.com. [accessed 29/06/2026]


https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/pow/general_info
https://thelastcoastwatcher.wordpress.com/coastwatching-organization/pows-montevideo-maru/
https://thelastcoastwatcher.wordpress.com/coastwatching-organization/soldiers-of-lark-force/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U56146
https://nominal-rolls.dva.gov.au/veteran?id=673664&c=WW2#R
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-65356496
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=6348293
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=203206394
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-04-24/new-images-from-the-montevideo-maru-shipwreck-car-truck-seabed/102261198
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-04-24/new-images-from-the-montevideo-maru-shipwreck-car-truck-seabed/102261198
https://www.anzacmemorial.nsw.gov.au/content/lark-force-lost-rabaul-23-january-1942
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/23808647/maurice_roff-searcy
https://montevideo-maru.org/electronic-memorials/lark-force/soldiers-of-lark-force/died-on-the-montevideo-maru/
https://montevideo-maru.org/electronic-memorials/lark-force/soldiers-of-lark-force/died-on-the-montevideo-maru/
https://www.grahamswebdesign.com/SOLDIERS%20of%20LARK%20FORCE%201942.pdf

Terrace, V., 2026., Maurice Roffe Searcy Enlistment Profile image., naa.gov.au. [accessed
29/06/2026]

The last letters of Lark Force: An incredible tale of defiance and disaster., 2018., abc.net.au.
[accessed 29/06/2026]

The Loss of Lark Force | Australian War Memorial., 2024., awm.gov.au. [accessed 29/06/2026]

The Sinking of The Montevideo Maru | naa.gov.au., 2024., naa.gov.au. [accessed 29/06/2026]

Victor Harbor Times |Trove 1930., Engagements Martin to Searcy., 2026., nla.gov.au. [accessed
29/06/2026]

Victor Harbor Times |Trove 1983., Focus on School History., 2026., nla.gov.au.

Victor Harbor Times |Trove 1946., Officers Appreciation to M F Searcy., 2026., nla.gov.au.
[accessed 29/06/2026]

Victor Harbor Times |Trove., 1945., Missing Believed Killed., 2026., nla.gov.au. [accessed
29/06/2026]

Victor Harbor Times |Trove 1942., News in Brief., 2026., nla.gov.au. [accessed 29/06/2026]

Victor Harbor Times |Trove 1942., Prisoner at Rabaul., 2026., nla.gov.au. [accessed 29/06/2026]

Victor Harbor Times |Trove 1920., Victor Harbor High School., 2026., nla.gov.au. [accessed
29/06/2026]

Visual War Memorial Australia., 2026., “SEARCY Maurice Roffe”., vwma.org.au. [accessed

29/06/2026]

Compiled by the Victor Harbor RSL History Research Team 2014. Updated by T.Young & M.Young
29/06/2026


https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=6348293
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-14/last-letters-of-lark-force-and-the-montevideo-maru-disaster/10465312
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-14/last-letters-of-lark-force-and-the-montevideo-maru-disaster/10465312
https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/blog/the-loss-of-lark-force
https://www.naa.gov.au/help-your-research/fact-sheets/sinking-montevideo-maru
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/rendition/nla.news-article29856582.3.html?followup=af46d411b895176ec84a9239c2fc2523&print=true
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/rendition/nla.news-article29856582.3.html?followup=af46d411b895176ec84a9239c2fc2523&print=true
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/186347672?searchTerm=Maurice%20Searcy
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/168548828?searchTerm=Maurice%20Searcy
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/161100696?searchTerm=Missing%20Believed%20killed%20SEARCY
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/161100696?searchTerm=Missing%20Believed%20killed%20SEARCY
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/169543803?searchTerm=Maurice%20Searcy
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/169543833?searchTerm=Maurice%20Searcy
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/167132042?searchTerm=Maurice%20Searcy
https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/599112

Appendix

Victor Harbor Times and Encounter Bay and Lower Murray Pilot (SA : 1912 - 1930), Friday 23 July
1920, page 3

VICTOR HARBOR HIGH
SCHOOL.

As a resnlt of the terminal exam-
ination for the half year ending
June 30th, 1920. the following
pupils obtained highest marks—
Second year pupils—First, Hubert
Millard, 89 per cent ; second, Edna
Moore, 71 ; third, Jean Wall, 67,
First year pupil—First, G. Jeffery,
83 per cent ; second, Mabel Miller,
65; third, Maurice Searcy, 63,

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.aw/nln news-article 167132042

Victor Harbour Times (SA : 1932 - 1986), Wednesday 29 June 1983, page 15

Focus on sc_h_ool- history

* Back Row: Dulcie Mewett, Ada C.J. Wall,
Gladys €. Barton, Sylvia Fulton, Mabel Miller,
Elieen Jordan, Jean Bond. Primrose Maicom.

Second Row. Mary Henderson, Mary S Har-
dmng. Alice K. Bruce, Helen M. (Nell) Henderson,
Edna Moore, Madge Whiting. Doris | Battye,
Una Cakebread

Front Row: Alesander H. Molborn, Hubert
Millard, Oscar 7. Mayfield, Leslie A. Watson,
Maurice Searcy, Joseph W. Barker. W. Afred
Sweetman

A historical display featuring the
early vears of Victor Harbor High
School amnd it's pupils will be
mounted for the school's ball and
‘Dinkum Fair' planned for early Oc-

tober.
Display organiser Lorna Randall said she

National Library of Australia hitp://nla.gov.aw/nla.news-article 186347672




Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), Monday 29 December 1930, page 4
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Victor Harbour Times (SA : 1932 - 1986), Friday 2 October 1942, page 3

NEWS IN A

Mr. and Mrs, J. E. Searcy re-
ceived a letter week from
their son, Private Maurice
Searcy, in which he states that
he is a prisoner-of-war in Rabaul.
Prior to this no word had been
received from him since last De-
cember,

tives O 5. K b
beck, a member of the crew of
H.M.A.S. Perth, which was sunk
by the Japanese some months
ago, have been advised that he is
a prisoner-of-war. Prior to join-
ing the navy Ross was in the
employment of Mr. C. C. Castle
for five years.

The Victor Branch of the 2/3
Machine Gun Battalion held their
first birthday party during Sept-
ember, when a very successful
afternoon was enjoyed by those

esent. Mrs. Blackburn and

rs. Burden, from Adelaide, ad-
dressed the assembly. The after-
noon's effort realised the sum of
£36/3/-, which sum goes towards
the P.O.W. Fund.

The monthly meeting of the
CW.A. will be held at the
Masonic Hall on Friday next, at
230 pm. At this meeti ar-
rangements for the Red Cross
Junior effort, International Day,
and the birthday meeting will be
discussed.

A ball will be held in the Town
Hall on Wednesday night in aid
of Baby Cocking’s idature in
the Red Cross Junmior Competi-
tion. Dancing will be from 8
until midnight, and an excellent
home-made supper will be pro-

National Library of Australin

http://nla.gov.aw/nla news-article 169543803

Victor Harbour Times (SA : 1932 - 1986), Friday 9 October 1942, page |

PRISONER AT RABOUL.

Mr. and Mrs, J. E, Scarcy have re-
ceived a letter from their eldest son,
Sig. Maurice Searcy, which states that
he is a prisoner in Japanese hands at
Rabaul, and that he is being well
treated.  Maurice attended school at
Victor Harbour prior to proceeding to
\delaide 1o further his education, and
will be remembered by those of his age
He enlisted in the Australian Indepen-
dent (Commando) Corps carly in 1941,
and this communication is the first from
him since last December,

National Library of Australia

hitp://nla.gov.an/nla news-article 169543833




PRISONERS TREATED WELL
BY JAPS,

Below are extracts from a let-
ter received through the Red
Cross from a soldier who escaped
from Singapore.

“When 1 left the prison camp
we were being well-treated by

the Japanese. We 'ere gn“-
oA

three meals a da
beef, tomatoes, curm or
spices. We also had a slice of
bread and a pannican of black tea
with each meal. We had pk:x
of clothes and were able to w.
them, also ourselves, regularly.
We had games and books. Our
cooks were making 2 stew of beef
and rice. The band also kept their
instruments and we had three re-
citals a week. We had two cricket
pitches, and this, with ph nul
training each morning, enabl
to keep fairly fit. We were ump
ed in dry huts; had our own doc-
tors and a dentist o the boys
were looked after, 1 wasin camp
five weeks before escaping, 30
ou can take this as authentic.
treated us fairly well.”

T is soldier is in a military
hospital in Victoria, and the let-
ter was sent to a mother whose
boy is in Singapore.

E———
£6/10/- FROM ARTS8 AND
CRAFTS EXHIBITION.

On Tuesday last an Arts and
Crafts Bxbibition was beld In the
supglir room of the Town Hall by
Mrs, L. 8, Pearse ln support of the
Quldes and Scouts ca e,(Baby

-—

Mr, and Mrs. J. E. Searcy re-
ceived a letter last week from
son, Private Maurice
Searcy, in which be states that
be is a prisoner-of-war in Rabaul.
Prior to this no word had been
received from him since last De-
cember.

Relatives of A.B. Ross Bir-

k, a_member of the crew of
HMAS. Perth, which was sunk
by the Japanese some months
ago, have been advised that he is
" pfnonlr-o( war. Prior to joia-
ing the Ross was in the
cmployment ol Mr. C C Castle
for five years.

The Victor Branch of the 2/3
Machine Gun Battalion held their
first birthday party during Sept-
ember, when a very successful
afterncon was enjoyed by those

esent, Mrs, Blackburn and

rs. Burden, from Adelaide, ad
dressed the assembly. The after-
noon's effort realised the sum of
£36/3/-, which sum goes towards
the P.O.W. Fund.

The monthly meeting of the
CW.A. will be held at the
Masonic Hall on Friday mext, at

230 pm. At this mun% ar-
rangements for the Red Cro
Junior effort, International Day.
and the birthday meeting will be
discussed.

A ball will be held in the Town
Hall on Wednesday night in aid
of Baby Cocking’s candidature in
the Red Cross Junior Competi-
tion. Dancing will be from 8
until midnight, and aa excellent
home-made supper will be pro-
vided.

Image 12 © nla.gov.au 2014

Victor Harbor Times Friday 2
October 1942. New that the POW’s
were being treated well. The news of
this came out when the Japanese
bombers dropped several mail bags
onto land. In the bags were letters
from POWS that had written to their

loved ones.

Image 15 «

Expedition image of the sunken Montevideo Maru on

the sea floor.

© abc.net.au 2026

Image 14 © findagrave.com 2026

Plaque with all the Australians who had perished at sea
during WWII at Rabual Memorial

Victor Harbour Times (SA : 1932 - 1986). Friday 5§ October 1'MS, page 2

MISSING-BELIEVED KILLED

R.and M ], B, Searcy have been

advised by the Minister for the

Army that fheir elder son, Pte, Manrice

R. Searcy, previously reported prisoner

s now belleved to have died on

st July, 1942. while a prisoser.

Pie. Searcy was attached to the lst Aus-

iraliso Independent Coy, (Commandos)

which was detailed for a special mission

at Rabaul scon after Japan eutered the

The fate of most of these men Is

Pte, Searcy recelved his

elcmelluy schooling at Victor Harbour

prior to the family removinglo Adelside
10 further their children’s QSIICI“OI.
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Victor Harbor Times Friday 50ctober 1945. At last
families of those on board the Montevideo Maru were
finally told officially, that the boat had sunk in 1942
and all Australian military personnel on board had
perished. It took three years of anguish for families all
around Australia to finally be told what they had

dreaded for so long.
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OFFICER'S APPRECIATION OF
FORMER P.OW.

he following lctter has
ceved by Mr, 1. K. Scarcy from Major
Edmonds-Wilson, of the 1st Indepen-
dent Coy, (UCammandos), in relerence
to the death of Private Maurice Scarcy,
which occurreds when & Japanese ship
in which PsOM . were being trans-
ferred to an, was torpedoed off
Manila early in 1942 —

Yeou have, no doubt, heen informed
by the authorities that your son was
Jost  when the ill-fated Montevi
Maru was sunk about st July, 1942

Your son was of course well known
10 me, and it is with deep and ever-
Insting regret that | think of his pass-
ing: all the members of the Ist In-
dependent Coy. were a great bunch,
Toyal to one another, and it was won-
derful to see how they looked after
each other at all times, and as a con-
sequence, their life in the POW, camp
at Rabaul was much more bearable
than it otherwise might have been,

“Your son was a great chap and |
know he was held in especially high
regard by his platoon commander, Uapt,
A, E. Goode, who often spoke to me
about him.  He suffered a httle from
a skin infection on his legs but was
otherwise m perfect health, both men-
tally and physically. | saw hon last
on the morning of the 22nd June, 1942,
when they sailed from Rabaul

‘As 5o little is known to the public
of the work of the company, it will
interest sou to know that the boys
Jdid a wonderful job while in action,
and more than squared accounts before
we fell Their sacrifice was not in
vain, as | am sure it was their heroic
resistance, coupled with the resistance
of the Rabaul Garrison, that, during the
few vital weeks of Janvary and Feb
ruary, 1942, really held the Japs op long
enough 1o allow Australia to get into a
position to stave off imvasion

“1 hope that one day | will have the
pleasure of meeting you, and, in the
meantime, please accept my most sin-
cere apd deep sympathy in your sad
loss, for | , MOUn your sof as a
dear fri x
National Library of Australia inka.gov.au/nla.news-article | 68548828

Location on the Roll of Honour

Maurice Roffe Searcy's name is located at panel 71 in the Commemo at the Australian War Memorial (as

indicated by the poppy on the plan).
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