Harding, Leslie Elliot (1004 AIF)

Name Harding, Leslie Elliot
Lieutenant AIF

Service Number 1004

Date of Birth 7th September 1893

Died Sth July 1969
Place of Birth Port Elliot SA
Resident Victor Harbor SA
Cemetery Centennial Park SA

Leslie (Les) Harding was born on 7 September 1893, the third of seven children born at Port Elliot
to Walter James Harding and Emily Harding (nee Parsons). After leaving school, Les became a
postal assistant working for the Post-Master General’s Department. He enlisted in the AIF on 3
September 1914 at Adelaide as a member of the 10th Battalion (Adelaide Rifles). After a short stint
of training at Morphettville, the Battalion sailed in the SS Ascanius on 20 October as part of the
first AIF convoy destined for Britain.

The Australians disembarked in Egypt and undertook further training. in preparation for landing at
Anzac Cove, Gallipoli, on 25th April 1915. The 10th Battalion was in the first wave of the dawn
landing. During the first five days of fighting, the Battalion’s 950 men were reduced to 393. It
remained at Gallipoli until the general withdrawal began in December 1915, from Anzac Cove.
After a month at Mudros, the 10th returned to Egypt on 29 December for rebuilding. In 29 February
1916, the recently promoted Lance Corporal Harding, with 500 men from his original Battalion,
became the nucleus of the newly created 50th Battalion as part of the doubling in size of the AIF.
Les was promoted to full Corporal in March 1916. He sailed in June 1916 with his new Battalion
for service in Belgium and France.

He served continuously throughout the 50th Battalion’s time on the Western Front where his unit
followed the typical infantry pattern of training, providing work parties, supporting and holding the
front line. This cycle was broken when the Battalion took part in many of the Australian actions
beginning on 12-15 August 1916 at Mouquet Farm, where it suffered heavily from shelling. Heavy
casualties in early battles were often caused by inexperience at all levels, coupled with a shortage of
munitions. The techniques and armaments, which later won battles in 1918, were still being
developed. Although the 50th was the reserve battalion for another attack on Mouquet Farm in early
September, it still suffered 78 casualties. Les was promoted to Sergeant on 28 October 1916. The
European winter that followed was acknowledged as the harshest of the war.


http://victorharborrsl.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/ADAMS-Colin-Fielding-RAAF-39923-image.jpg

Les was commissioned in the field on 24 April 1917 as a Second Lieutenant shortly after the
Battalion launched an attack at Noreuil. He was promoted to full Lieutenant on 29 July after the
June 1917 Battle of Messines. During 1918, the 50th Battalion fought at Dernancourt, then in the
now legendary night attack to recapture Villers-Bretonneux on 25 April, with its final occasion in
the front line concluding on 15 September.

Les continued dedication and valour was recognised with the award of the Military Cross in January
1919. His citation read:

“During the period 26th March to 16th September 1918 this officer has carried out the duties of
Battalion signalling officer and has participated in every operation in which the Battalion has been
engaged. In action he has shown untiring energy and great gallantry, reconnoitring routes for and
personally supervising the laying and maintenance of lines under heavy fire. Out of the line his
careful training of his signal section has laid the foundation of their efficiency. Lieutenant Harding
has at all times set an excellent example to his men and has rendered great service to his Battalion.’

’

Returning to Australia on 5 March 1919, he married Ethel Honeyman at Inman Valley a year later.

Leslie Elliot Harding died on 5 July 1969 and was cremated at Centennial Park.
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Image 2 Image 3©awm.gov.au
Group portrait of the officers of the 50th Battalion taken on 7 March 1918 at Locre, near Ypres, Belgium. Lt L.E. Harding MC is
in the middle row, sixth from left.

Left to right, back row: Lieutenant (Lt) W. L. Scarborough; Lt A. Mills DCM; Lt F. B. McBryde; Lt M. M. McGregor; Lt F. W.
Wakelin; Lt J. D. L. Craven; Lt W. V. West; Lt R. E. Claridge; Lt F. T. Goodes; Lt W. R. Wills. Middle row: Lt J. L. Waldron
MM; Lt W. J. Hale; Lt G. S. I. Queale; Lt C. A. Willcox; Lt J. Hunt; Lt L. E. Harding MC; Lt C. G. Edwards; Lt J. N. Loudon
MC; Lt J. Waine MC; Lt W. S. McKay; Lt J. H. Hill; Lt P. E. Nuttall.

Front row: Temporary Captain (Capt) R. G. Goodman; Capt W. R. De La Poer Beresford MC; Capt F. H. Hancock; Major W. M.

Fowler MC; Lieutenant Colonel A. G. Salisbury DSO; Lt L. B. Smith; Capt R. L. Rhodes MC; Lt H. Kay; Lt H. W. Carlton MC.
This photograph was purchased from the Australian War Memorial (collection number E01740).

-B pate ﬁlzomm:nﬂnlnrnd forward,  Army Form
n,; 21,

Received Passed
Brigade d R
ST L EEEEE R R S
HIEFR AL Corps. Corps A |
Army !
Action for whicl) commentel Becvinenie | oo
o Hewant

Dt a place of welas s I

Image 3©@awm.gov.au
Pl Citation

puring the
.’Jc\w:mbav'ﬂg‘],iu
autioe of Patt




AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

4th \I[IT'I‘\H\ [)I\Ill](’l‘ %g

LS o e BB

RECEIVED ONE MF‘.]);\T. for No.

Rank ,ébé_s_l-«--i_,____ Name _ // (404 [( .“‘_‘“: | :_Zé/

Unit ey LS JIA A e i

e, W [ i

(Signature) YIALy © ,;,i-ﬁz 57

. ki (Witness) _ /)/ Con or _.‘L
Place _#L ff Pa ol

Date LI
Please lffHHI duly signed and witnessed, by first post to
Medal Distributing Officer,
I50bKe00 29 209 L Keswick Barracks, Adelaide,

Notificadion©h 44 664, au

Notification of award

. 2
/’(‘(rr(ﬁ( ”.»—:’/)"""E’J

Repart \ Record of promotions, reductions, transfor, | |

—— _— easualties, etc., during active service, as | |
reperted on Army Form B. 218, Ariy Ferm

Date | From whom A. 86, or i other official documents, The ‘

received suthority to be quoted im each case. |

Remarks
taken from Army Form B. 18,
Army Form A, 85, of other
official documents,

: B 2
/«;y(4 k{/éfﬂz. PO /" £ ‘,i.ll')'/" _(‘,44
2 ” l £ ’ b

e ” ,-»[6(':4

la,

h. 6115 CO Tp[ Proc. to Join BF"; A!'\' aniria 56 6. LRS?%
Arcadian  Dise ‘m’a.'w‘ Marscilles 12 |6 16, |

5[nfib 5-3\"3 S{B ngj Gu t K:{ NYYESsT 'Ufrc, HQ) 7

g (; X =
\ ooy Aprt ’ 193

'715 // . Wf[:_;; %aucc‘w& de M,l? M/;:r///7
17..?. | ‘-2/01/“4:4, e Lau!/ v QIJ:‘

O 7 L

7
g "‘Ar/a/(tu"!-"-'

A cpex Loes cuend

a«c L_to 25 i) |0l

o 3
» UK ' |24 5% |28

25728 | ,,./qa/u;/:z

ined from Lcch.,_
" On Yeaws 10 V. Kinodom
=l ~ AF RH‘:;J».-J Unit ex Leate 4
# - :
Vo 07 bu (& Ryponsdd it e bore
! & R
/ (b ale

‘f {0 1: l‘éi»\fi;{}“(

Image 5Cnaa.gov.au
O S
part of the Casualty and Service Form




Skimmed
or licuid

recommends
Milk in dried
form is offering you an
article ‘which has little or
no food value.

Insist upon having only

NESTLE'S

FULL CREAM

CONDENSER MILK

Beware also of

Contaminated Fresh Milk.

A Veleran Knitter

A shderty bind ome bning |

SNEYDS SACRIFICE

DRESS .
SNEYDS| MATERIALS

Invite YOU WATCH THIS LIST
Every Thrifty Woman,
Every Keen Buyer,
Every Bargain Hunter,
To Inspect their
GREAT SHOWING

ALL NEW SEASON'S GOODS.

I‘nnLJ Retore fon rtarad rem |
| S

4 o
nww Filem oor.
Rt "tk T Wete
o)

g gt =

Hine, 24 purd.

., B P

B ¥ g Ly £ 3
R : p, e e

£ : e ol

gy

Sm BUSY RUNDLE ST. DRAPERS
6/11,7/11, 10/6, and " AND HIGH.CLASS MILLINERS.
OFEN TILL & FM. FRDAY

i
sy

2 BUGE BOOT STOCKS
WHYBROW’S & TONKIN'S
YOU GET THR EENEFITI
Over 4,000 Pairs to Select From,
The Boats YOU want are at Barlow's and don't
they are priced at

Half Usual Prices

W.Barlow Shoe Stores

Where The Geod Boots dre,

10, 63 Rundle streel, and 13 Hindley streel.
Open Late Friday Nighta,

i) Mlller & Co., =
T e

LIDIES OUTFITTING
SPECIALI STS.

Specimens of A
-made Boods on View lnwwma
EE TR AND SCREASE

T STOCK INCLUDES JUST THE GOGDS YOU NEED

114 RUMDLE STREET (OPPUSTTE ARCADE)

The British EDr:‘Inm Hill
ST RETE - Proprietary pany.
TEMS WOTEL ==

MELBOURNE.
Hotel vmr-: EE:nlm}, FIVE LABOUR-SAVING APPLIANCES.
sTOVE
BATH. HEATER

A QUIEL ETRAAT o

FIRE
LARGS PIER HOTEL. WASH. COPPER
NOMY, CLEANLINESS, AND OOMFORT

GAS COMPANY, 90 KING WILLIAM ST,




Gomonwealth Gazette

tain SEPTIMUS AmcHDALE RoBERTSON, 4th Australian
Divional Train, Army Service Corps.
Lutenant Franx RoGezSON, 3rd Field Company, Aus-
train Engineers,
Cptain Francis PALMER SELLECK, 24th Battalion.

Gptain Georck LesLie Saurn, 2nd Tunnelling Company,
Auralian Engineers.
tain NeLsoN I'REDERICK WELLINCTON, 21st Battalion.
Captain) RoLAND WiLLiam WiLp, 4th Aus-
aliop

Izutemant (T
A ?ionaa B

4th Military District.
Gptain EusTace JamEs CoLLiVER, 43rd Battali
Gptain ALFRED VICTOR GALLASH, 27th Battali
Leutenant LesLie Erulor HARDING, 50th Battalion.
Leutenant GeorrRey KobkpPEN HENDERSON, M.M., 48th Bat-
talin.
Gptain OWEN BERESFORD WILLIAMS, 1llth Field Company,
Auitralian Engineers,
bth Military District,
Quartermaster and Captain Georrrey Ecc, 11th Battalion.
Captain Max UileicE Hussg, lst Australian Pioneer Bat-
talion.
Captain DoNaLp McLeop, 12th Battalion.
Quartermaster and Captain CoLLISON CrLAPHAM PEARSON,
53rd Battalion.
Lieutenant Georae Fox PriestLey, 11th Battalion.
Lieutenant EpwiN CHARLES Rogems, 44th Battalion.
Lieutenant THeopore GLYN Warkins, 5lst Battalion.

6th Military District,
Lieutenant LAUREXCE WENDOVER BARNETT, 40th Battalion.

HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to
award the Royal Red Cross to the undermentioned ladies of
the Nursing Bervices in recognition of their valuable servives
with the armies in Frauce and Flanders :—

AwarpEp THE Rovan Rep Cross.
1sT CrLass,
3rd Military District,
Miss Epitn Corxwerr, A.R.R.C., Matron, Australian Army
Nursing Service,
28D CrLass,
lst Military Distri
Miss GERTRUDE JESSIE ANDREWS,
Australian Army Nursing Servic
Miss Mary ELLEN FisHEr, Stafl Nurse, Australian Army
Nursing Bervice.

MpPOrary Head Sister,

2nd Military District,

Miss ELsie STEWART GHREIG, Bister, Australian Army Nursing
Service,

Miss ILma GerTRUDE LoveLL, Sister, Australian Army Nurs-
ing Service.

Miss Eva Isoper MacponaLp, Staff Nurse, Australian Army
Nursing Servicy

Miss CONSTANCE ADELAIDE STONE, Sister, Australian Avmy
Nursing Service.

drd Military District,

Miss Eimeexn Love CoxNoLLy, Sister,
Nursing Service.

Miss EMMa ARaYLE CUTHBERT, Head Sister, Australiun Army
Nursing Service.

Miss Herex Mamie Maup Homan, Sister, Australian Army
Nursing Service,

Miss Jessie BUcHANAN McDoxaLp, Sister, Australian Army
Nursing Service.

Miss CATHERINE OCoONNOR, Sister, Australian Army Nursing
Bervice.

Miss Eruet SsmirH, Sister, Australian Army Nursing Ser-
vice.

Australian  Army

4th Military District.
Miss Arma LTHEL May Furxiss, S
Army Nursing Bervice,
5th Military District.
Miss MARIE RurH FIELDING, Sister, Australian Army Nursing
Service.

ff Nurse, Australian

HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased Lo
approve of the undermentioned rewards for distinguished ser-
vice in connexion with military operations with the armies in
France :—

AWARDED A BAR TO THE DIsTINGUISHED CoNpUCT MEDAL,

3rd Military District.

No. 3058 Sergeant §. Couwerr, D.C.M., 58th Battalion.
The award of the Distingnished Conduct Medal appeared in
London Guzette, No. 31052, republished in Commonwealth of
Australia Gazette, 36/19.

No. 864 Company Sergeant-Major J. McD. McCasu, D.CM.,
50th Battalion, late 60th Battalion, The award of the Dis-
ﬁ’sl;llhad Conduct Medal appeared in London Gazette, No.
81052, republished in Commonweslth of Australia Gazette,

889

fo. 61.—88rd May, 1010

AWwARDED THE DISTINGUISHED CONDUOT MEDAL,
lat Military District,

= No. 3036 Private W, H, Baken, lst Battalion, Machine Gun
orps.

vo. 3080 Sergeant R. A. FuiLer, 12th Australisn Light
Trench Mortar Batte:

No. 1838 Sergeant W. FurNiss, 13th Brigade, Australian
Field Artillery.

No. 8479 Bergeant A. L. GreeNwoobp, 45th Battalion.

No. 2178 Sergeant J. M. McDoxnALp, 9th Battalion,

No. 301 Bergeant (now 2nd Lieutenant) A, 8. THOMSON, 1st
lunnelling Company, Australian Eugineers,

No. 747 Corporal’ A. W, H. BLatER, 3rd Divisional Salvage
Compnnfy, Australian Army Service Corps.

No. 1740A Sergeant J. R, TROTMAN, 40th Battalion.

No. 8122 Sergeant C. C.

WiLLs, 6th Brigade, Australian
Kield Artillery.

2nd Military District.

No. 1701 t“ul.nmy Sergeant-Major . ANSON, b6th Battalion.

No. 2561 -Sergeant G, R, AspreY, 1st Australian Supply
Details, Australian Army Bervice Corps,

No. 265 Company Sergeant-Major C. A. Boyp, lst Divisional
‘Urain, Australian Army Service Corps.

No. 4459 Corporal R. W. DRUERY, 3rd Battalion.

No. 3082 Private J. JExseN, 33rd Battalion.

No. 2332 Company Sergeant-Major F. G. Jurp, 5th Australian
I*ioneer Battalion.

No, 2086 Company Sergeaut-Major F. B. Jones, bith Bat-

talion.
No, 3518 Bergeant A. Locke, 3rd Brigade, Australian Field
Artillery.
No, 33734 Sergeant C. H. LoRkiNG, 53rd_Battalion,
I‘:’o. ﬁ;ﬂ szrgeant E. H, HA’!‘;IWS, 30th BEm.hl‘mn.
0. sompany Sergeant-Maj T imental eant-
Major) T. H. M.g(:gl.x., lEM., Rndjﬂﬂ(u.( n.8 e
0. 1592 Bergeant A. McDoNALD, 17th Battalion. :
No. 3412 Battery Sergeant-Major K C. McENTYRE, 3rd
Brigade Ammunition Column, Australian Field Artillery.
No. 1906 Gunner (T/Bombardier) T. McLaxN, 14th 31'18[(10,
Australian Field Artillery,
i lI;To‘ 141 Company Sergeant-Msjor ¥ V., MCPHEE, 34th Bat-
alion.
No. 2434 Company Sergeant-Major (T/Regimental Sergeant-
Major) P. RopeErTsON, 4th Battalion.
No. 18400 Sergeant A, L. TuLLy, M.M., 3rd Divisional Big-
nalling Company, Australian Engineers,
No, 250 Sergeant F. C. Wicks, Ist Australian Field Com-
pany Engineers.
3rd Military District,
No. 2785 Sergeant I L. ANDREWs, 4th Battalion, Australian
Machine Gun Corps.
No. 4139 Lance-Corporal J. BARRETT, 1st Australian Pioneer
Battalion,
No. 7472 Corporal V. J. BeaN, Ist Divisional Train, A.A.8,C.
No. 6015 Sergeant W. A. BikcHMORE, 4th Brigade, Australian
Field Artillery,
No. 3118 Sergeant N. W.
No. 1821 Sergeant W. 8
Field Artillery,
. l[\o 5095 Regimental Sergeant-Major L. CoLLixs, 14th B
alion.
o. 7088 Corporal (T/Sergeant) C. Davies, 6th Brigade,
Australian Field Artillery.
No. 2627 Company Sergeant-Major G. L. W. DgacoNn, 7th
Battalion.
No. 11761 Corporal (Acting Sergeant) ¥. W. T. HeLMORE,
Ist Australian Medium Trench Mortar Batier:
No. 3635 Regimental Sergeant-Major R. KYN, 2ud Bri.
gade, attached Head-quarters, Australian Field Artillery.
) qu. 252 Corporal H. D. LoNiE, 8rd Australian Pioneer Bat-
lallon. -
No. 604 Sergeant O. J. Looxey, 39th Battalion.
No. 6364 Corporal C. O. McLeaR, 24th Battalion.
ilo. égi!g gergeanz I:‘f R, l’mumg, 6th Battalion,
NO, ergeant /Company Sergeant-Major) J. C. Ross,
20th Bnt.t.lllon.g e pany Berg o). 4. C.
No. 643 Sergeant T, Ross, 1st Light Railway Operating Com-
pany, Australian
No. 286 Sergeant J. S. H. SEMPLE, 21st Battalion.

No. 631 Corporal L, T, WHITMORE, 5th Battalion, Australian
Machine Gun Corps.

RNS, 37th Battalion.
NNAN, 13th Brigade, Australian

4th Military District.
l.nlh"“. 498 Company Sergeant-Major H. W. Furzk, 32nd Bat-
ion.

lNo. 81 Compauy Sergeant-Major T. W. MArrloTT, 50th Bat-
talion.

No. 5062 Corporal (T/Sergeant) T. RYAN, 43rd Battalion.
6th Military District.
. 20347 Sergeant W. H. D. Brapie, 3rd Divisional Am.
n Column, Australian Field Artillery.
2359 Company Qunrurnnater-Sergeanrg F. 0. Cavanaen,
g S
0. orporal J. Hawy, 7th Australian Light Trench Mor-
tar Battery ’ g




