LEWIS, Gwenneth (WR 2399 Women’s Royal
Australian Naval)

Name LEWIS, Gwenneth Driver
Service Number WR 2399 WRAN

Date of Birth 13th July 1909

Died 5th November 1994

Place of Birth Brighton SA

Resident Inman Valley SA

Cemetery Victor Harbor Cemetery

Gwenneth (Gwen) Lewis was born at Brighton, SA, on 13 July 1909, the youngest of three children
of Harris Morgan Lewis and Evelyn Annie Lewis (nee Riddle). Her parents owned land adjoining
Sturt Road at Marion where they grazed sheep and established a vineyard. She was educated at
Brighton Primary School and Methodist Ladies College.

The Lewis family moved to Inman Valley in March 1925 and purchased the Illoura property and
began mixed farming. On leaving school she worked at a number of jobs including employment by
the Hawker pastoral family at Quorn, and the Young Women’s’ Christian Association.

Gwen enlisted in the Women’s Royal Australian Naval Service at HMAS Torrens, Port Adelaide,
on 10 October 1944, age 35. She undertook her basic training at HMAS Cerberus at Crib Point on
the Mornington Peninsula and HMAS Lonsdale in Port Melbourne where she did her driver training.

The WRANS was a non-combat branch of the Royal Australian Navy that recruited women, and
like many of its sister services created during World War Two, it alleviated manpower shortages
resulting from men being assigned to combat roles. The WRANS was established in April 1941
when the Royal Australian Navy enrolled 14 women at HMAS Harman, the wireless telegraphy
station near Canberra. Two women were stewards, and 12 trained as telegraphists. At the time, the
formation of this civilian unit was not publicised, but this changed when the war in the Pacific was
perceived as a growing threat to Australia.

On 1 October 1942, the WRANS were sworn in as enlisted personnel in the Royal Australian Navy.
In December 1942, newspaper coverage was used to promote the existence of the WRANS and
encourage applications. The first 16 WRANS officers were trained at the Flinders Naval Depot in
Melbourne, and by February 1943 their numbers had increased to 1,000. By the end of the war,
their numbers had increased to over 2,500. WRANS performed a variety of duties, including
working as telegraphists, coders, clerks and also as drivers. Women in the WRAN also responsible
to be education officers, mechanics, harbour messengers, cooks and sick berth attendants. Some
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WRANS worked for the Allied Intelligence Bureau, in the Censorship Office, and in the Allied
Translation Section of General Douglas MacArthur’s U.S. Order of Battle unit.

After Gwen completed her driver training she remained at Port Melbourne and was assigned to
drive senior naval officers around Melbourne. She recalled one instance in Melbourne on Christmas
Day 1944 just after she delivered a senior officer to naval headquarters. Whilst waiting for the
officer, she was asked if she had lunch and on replying “no”, she was blindfolded and whisked
away to a dining room where she enjoyed a sumptuous lunch. On finishing, she was again
blindfolded and returned to her vehicle.

In early May 1945, she was posted to HMAS Leeuwin in Fremantle and continued her driving
duties. HMAS Leeuwin was a busy naval base and she was assigned to drive top-ranking naval
officers to and from the port. Gwen’s older brother, Harris Vivian (Viv) Lewis served in the army
and had enlisted on 24 July 1941. He served with the 2/9th cavalry regiment. He was demobilized
on 9 January 1946. On 26 March 1946, Gwen was posted back to HMAS Torrens, where she was
demobilised on 16 April 1946.

Returning to civilian life, Gwen looked after her father. She married Phillip Lancelot Basham and
they had a daughter called Anne.

Gwenneth Basham died on 5 November 1994 and was buried in the Victor Harbor Cemetery.



References:

Old news, My Heritage., 2025., “The Victor Harbor Times and Encounter Bay and Lower Murray
Pilot 26 November 1926.”.,0ldnews.com. [accessed 01/09/2025]

Old news, My Heritage., 2025., “The Victor Harbor Times 14 May 1937 ”.,0ldnews.com. [accessed
01/09/2025]

Old News, My Heritage., 2025., “The Victor Harbor Times 9" August 1946.”, OldNews.com.
[accessed 01/09/2025]

Old News, My Heritage., 2025., “The Victor Harbor Times 12" January 1945.”, OldNews.com.
[accessed 01/09/2025]

Terrace, V., 2025., Gwenneth Lewis., View digital copy. naa.gov.au. [accessed 01/09/2025]
Virtual War Memorial,. 2025., Gwenneth Lewis., vwma.org.au [accessed 01/09/2025]
Women’s Royal Australian Naval Service (WRANS) - Australian War Memorial., 2025. [accessed

01/09/2025]

Compiled by the Victor Harbor RSL History Research Team, February 2010. Updated by T.Young
01/09/2025


https://www.oldnews.com/en/search?qplace=Victor+Harbor%2C+South+Australia%2C+Australia&qkeyword=Gwen+Lewis+%2BmatchExactly%3Dtrue&qpublication-name=Victor+Harbour+Times
https://www.oldnews.com/en/search?qplace=Victor+Harbor%2C+South+Australia%2C+Australia&qkeyword=Gwen+Lewis+%2BmatchExactly%3Dtrue&qpublication-name=Victor+Harbour+Times
https://www.oldnews.com/en/search?qplace=Victor+Harbor%2C+South+Australia%2C+Australia&qkeyword=Gwen+Lewis+%2BmatchExactly%3Dtrue&qpublication-name=Victor+Harbour+Times
https://www.oldnews.com/en/search?qplace=Victor+Harbor%2C+South+Australia%2C+Australia&qkeyword=Gwen+Lewis+%2BmatchExactly%3Dtrue&qpublication-name=Victor+Harbour+Times
https://www.oldnews.com/en/search?qplace=Victor+Harbor%2C+South+Australia%2C+Australia&qkeyword=Gwen+Lewis+%2BmatchExactly%3Dtrue&qpublication-name=Victor+Harbour+Times
https://www.oldnews.com/en/search?qplace=Victor+Harbor%2C+South+Australia%2C+Australia&qkeyword=Gwen+Lewis+%2BmatchExactly%3Dtrue&qpublication-name=Victor+Harbour+Times
https://www.oldnews.com/en/search?qplace=Victor+Harbor%2C+South+Australia%2C+Australia&qkeyword=Gwen+Lewis+%2BmatchExactly%3Dtrue&qpublication-name=Victor+Harbour+Times&lang=en&page=6
https://www.oldnews.com/en/search?qplace=Victor+Harbor%2C+South+Australia%2C+Australia&qkeyword=Gwen+Lewis+%2BmatchExactly%3Dtrue&qpublication-name=Victor+Harbour+Times&lang=en&page=6
https://www.oldnews.com/en/search?qplace=Victor+Harbor%2C+South+Australia%2C+Australia&qkeyword=Gwen+Lewis+%2BmatchExactly%3Dtrue&qpublication-name=Victor+Harbour+Times&lang=en&page=6
https://www.oldnews.com/en/search?qplace=Victor+Harbor%2C+South+Australia%2C+Australia&qkeyword=Gwen+Lewis+%2BmatchExactly%3Dtrue&qpublication-name=Victor+Harbour+Times&lang=en&page=7
https://www.oldnews.com/en/search?qplace=Victor+Harbor%2C+South+Australia%2C+Australia&qkeyword=Gwen+Lewis+%2BmatchExactly%3Dtrue&qpublication-name=Victor+Harbour+Times&lang=en&page=7
https://www.oldnews.com/en/search?qplace=Victor+Harbor%2C+South+Australia%2C+Australia&qkeyword=Gwen+Lewis+%2BmatchExactly%3Dtrue&qpublication-name=Victor+Harbour+Times&lang=en&page=7
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=4519456&isAv=N
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/ItemDetail.aspx?Barcode=4519456&isAv=N
https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/505852
https://www.awm.gov.au/learn/understanding-military-structure/ran/wrans

Appendix




__musem
St. l’uﬂms

CHURCH OF

VICTOR HARBOUR.

SUNDAY. NOVEMBER st

O Instvate, Coral Steeet. IRy ";""md
W

R HARBOUR —Tors

ER BAY

RIDAY, DEC. 10th oNERY.

|
|
‘ SERVICE.
| Delivery:
|
|
|
|

Phome

Tobacconint and Kodik Supplies
Agents for Webster's Packand Car
Bervice.

GREAT §OUTHERN CRICKET.

INSTITUTE COMMITTER AND
RULES.
- mnm‘ o

To the B
o Prancs reples 0 e
Whes I \vanlh zh( mrﬂmm of
ot

Im cror

- Fedigrcy Mo By By o

tea for 197 rons—s smal sgee com-
m‘l rabl) roduc i

¥ 1o produce saythin

Tl r- D, el e et

irongh o i e ected, 11 oy leter
The il | Seooeitined e | am ity sats

ik
i et o
or ke, thers wne
el

8 ool g e
bt properly
».

Iy LEwr: i
nstrustions

it i i

i ik e, moa
b hands
e,

FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLE

Thursday
CONFECTIONERY AND COOL

e mad b
L w -
)

—

HAIRDRESSER AND

TOBACCONIST.

i Ludes, Tl

iriog Terms must make
ih the amctiees grioe |

i
|
| SA

At Encnintu' Bay
Friday, Dec. 3

Trrimar, woveusss %

EXAMINATIONS.

2 Cows and Calves | |
12 Fowls 1?

in, aael Mathe
b Waon,

M arc
1J; Da 0 i
Hall Loy

)Ir-
Adelside]

Runiell
3. ot

e

e
QUALIFYING CERTIFICATE

X Mrs. €
o s Tia Weldenhach
W

. B
¢ Eduards, Miss

b
.

1., oo, Mo £ s.m.
. Pl §
"

Bovires.
Wood, 0; Hwh "ﬂ!w

RSONNKL OF THIKD LIGHT

HORSE REGIMENT.

h

i Bihe
Aveuiacy T
ko

“45% ]

ducred | nY b Lo
ide 3t 51
em.Col. A

. Capt. A S

th -
casvases: two knives (one aew)

smal pon. iy and barees oy |"'"'h il b e eemcay
GRO an Valiey. Phont, |

9, " ALHES ndll.ll. TH‘M
an-m 2% | Viter Harboue wams a1 e
|

& veing oe
-t ho hed it
ire said M evald mot

o This qestion,w

el gra ;
um..u..m T
sleadid Propery, 1a1
will werh Hepecion
846 ACKES Lottt st \
iles from Township. Warks ‘ | amed
. Permanent water, well kml,
“lesbitn e i

CRICKST BTIQUETTE

i
e Windmar a1y aod
ey

m hl!ln-
"

Squires.
M. Squires, 1

Total, 142
Bowing; Jenking
[ F. heen &

. Thed Light Horw)
Hur-

M, Rumbelow. Jenking, T .-kum

VERSE.
Last wesk we published & composi- | 19
! v e 'mu ompot | WL 10 ¥, Rowen, Mie M.
A Becimasa. Mt B o, e
R J. Mairhead, Mr. o,
~.‘ um wp with the
Bamiord wamhnm o the

At the farewell given 10 Ly

Wikinson st week. M Trigy agan
cration, wnd red some

EWELL, Orpuaiear

Beautiful New Silks

XQUISITE FABRICS AT LOW

am wt b o

wrt w sarvessble
o
pomd, T m s e VALLE it oy
‘s furng.

Brandt’s Service Stores

Ocean St, VICTOR HARBOUR. Phone 8

CHEAP PREFAID AD
) MEN

Puge, Liceased
Elliut.” Pove—

he .m Yew mont
taken 3t any time,

B TH
Hanoun
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1

ties and amy._qu
VAIN, Hil Sireet,

Market offers the Vicwar Harbosr
nderful coportunity ta

Frontage  Blecks

hand. It is with great con
Gidence that we aivise them mot
s chawe 1o alip.

s
¢ Euchre for ‘"

e e 1.;...m, e

Ri ot bty il

Plass and prices on .wm.‘
IND,

)
“ | 5.A. FARMERS' UNION,

- WIRELESS!

A. L. PERREY

STAR RADIO =™ "“STRATHALBYN

FFERS
RECEPTION UNEQUALLED
WITH THE

STANDARD  TUNED RADIO
5V
B o e B ot B e ot b,
Easy 1o Handle.  You mast hear it 10 appreciate the difference. This.
Receiver is operated by OKE D! OKNLY. Just tarn the Dind and
bear all Austafia. Sandarising prodection of the abore brings the
Price dewn 1o the remarkabie e of

0/ MPLETE _ £42/10/.

bt i mm.."'lfé?‘ e
C MA
Lirgs A Batry (e mamb’ v e g, ot g
teed by STAR RADIO,

hween charges]
Have 50 regress, buy from the Firm with 3 refabl. rep

rescative
i yoor tmwn. A note o the Local Agent will bring you hull
particulsns and 3 Demenatration

a2d guarm.




VOL, XXVII. No. 1,867

PORT ELLIOT NEWS.

ul_indoor cxhibition
stitute on Saturday,
miber u| ,.m.ie were

up to

5
usual w mhu Tt |Hr uality was
ad.  Messrs. d Page had all

prehualnary

Saturday

on the platform. A jumble
vised by Misses Nancy

r.o:wulc-l B sftermon tea and was
assisted by Mesdames Clarke, T,
D\.r\lani Hawke, lepmin an:

Miss Bayly was st

best picee
ered apron

)\umh{ and
bloom was

W. Williamson w
e distributed among
Gray, Walton, |

Wiliar
ries in this
than last y

EXPERIENCE

®Experience as well as
* quality counts in the

satisfactory dispensing of

@ prescription,  Here you

receive it of
qualified experience as
well as prompt and accu-
rate service.

RW. Goldsach M.PS.

“CoRNER PHARMACY"
VICTOR HA'IB-OUI

The Victer Harbour Tim
SUBSCEIPTION. 7/8 PER YEAR IN ADVANCE. SINGLE COPY. 34

OPENING OF SCHOOL
LIBRARY.
—
The public are cordially
to attend the official open
school library
7th November, at
n.
ceremony Will be per-
by the Hon.
and Mrs Riddle, Organ-
chool Libraries, will also
be present and speak.  After the
inspection of the library the scho-
Wan will give a_demonstration of
and games.
Afiemoon tea. wil be provided”
and members of the P
thers’ Associ;
asked to bring a basket.

NEWS IN BRIEF.
Lewis, who has
the local branch

Miss G
been sccret:
of the Royil Na s
Union since its inception, recently
joined the WRANS, and has been
appointed to a stat M
bourne.

\Tr “R. G, Wisbey,

Ozone Theatre at Vic-
tor Harbour for almost two year:
has been transferred to Adelaide.
d Williamson, who was

wzer here, will take
th

ts of produce, cake, and
cable goods or monetary
y wrgently-
left at the

of St ]
Church,

POLICE COURT. VICTOR
HARBOUR.

Reiore \lmn S. 1. Bruce and
>, Art
sentenced
¢ palice cells on a
nkenness.  On the
before Messr:
Fd:!

Bruce and Loveluck, s fincd
 costs, for being drunk
S

i the. police whan being -
1. rlh!l‘ fh.nrgu of dis

withdrawn
On Mond:
same  justices,
Harrap was fined £4 with 10,
sts, for refusing to give her
ddress when requested
ce

last, before the
Florence M

1,500,000 tons of art

e towed acrass the Channel

mbled on the open begches of
jormandy in the early days of the

Friday, November 3, 1944

Registersd at e GP.O. Adelcide, fortransmission by post a8 o Newspopm.

RESERVATIONS DAILY, 1 to § p=.i SATURDAYS FROM 1 am.

TONIGHT, SATURDAY, MONDAY
MATINEE, SATURDAY, 1.

RITA HAYWORTH, GENE KELLY,

IN BEAUTIFUL

TECHNICOLOUR FILM,

“ COVER GIRL”

GORGEOUS GALSI!

MUSIC!

ROMANCE!

ALSO
JANE WYMAN

“CRIME BY NIGHT”

FOX AND PARAMOUNT NEWS.

Tuesday ... Wednesday ... Thursday

PROGRAMMES COMMENCE NIGHTLY AT 7.40.
BETTE DAVIS

“OLD AQUAINTANCE”

ALSO COMEDY WITH ADOLFH MENJOU IN

“HI - DIDDLE - DIDDLE ”

METROTONE NEWS.

PRIMARY SCHOOL NOTES.

. Pitt, M.A, stafl
peetor, conmenced the detaited
examination of the sch

AV pesent i, Sheehan is conduc
nl all the children.

uw ne. R
i Jenkins.
l\rn\J‘ H [‘m| Gneil. Helen Lewis,
and Jim Overall “Cpecial mention).
Ibonald Ovrnh, \I:Lolm Chick,
ek, Hammond,
n tnx }red !z\q
bara Jager,
‘ood, \hrgam

o
le Y

e 1V : Keith Prout. Marie Kiy
U Penerherdt, Ruth Tugwel
ther  Tregonning,  Darbara Vb,
Ierelie Pearso -
Hammond, Darb
Maorrow,
Grade Vi Ern Pointon, Bob 1
00d, Colleen_Coultas, Loug
Nancy m.b Hdul rampaor.
Everett il

ard, Do
Chattbers, Betine

" Crane,
man, lrian [ l\lﬂll‘ rm
Robert }'ﬂiumﬂ
Eileen Frﬁ!(;l;,
rinam Tugwell, Ron
v ,Rumb:mw James Mayficld.
Grade VII: Margaret Qweﬂ \llltf‘lil
on), Jill Hutton, Bruce
et ne Schumacher, Bob Morrow.

ECTIVE ORIGINAL

strength that had arisen from the
complete unity among the great
He went on to em-
the need for a continu-
this spirit in the post-

war world
e- with the hope,
the c rmurte that victory
will be achieved. and with the
hope that when it is achieved
we shall all try to make the world
a better place the great
m.l\:esi i the people to live in,”

s a task in which all
tc must play a part. Unity
only’ from  goodwill
among The plea for the
co-framer of the Atlantic Charter
for an outlook which will make
pesce u..mm,_- less dynamic than

nmend itself to all

have a part to play i

up total British wlrenglh so that,
i ith the other rnft-
loving nations of the world,
might guarantee in peace the se-
curity we have won in war,

WAR PACTS IN BRIEF.

More, than 8200 Air Training Corpn
cadets hnn passed to the

00 a
staff. A further
Australian airmen have been
for two and a half year
umugm has grown from
(Illn 1000 at the end

Amn.




