GILLESPIE, Albert George (N/A)

Name GILLESPIE, Albert George
Pilot Officer RAF

Service Number N/A

Date of Birth 7th June 1912

Died 6th August 1938

Place of Birth Rose Park SA

R Rose Park SA

Cemetery St Nicholas Church, Feltwell UK

Albert George Gillespie was born on 7 June 1912 at Rose Park, South Australia, the sixth child of
seven children of Daniel Laurence Gillespie and Agnes Amelia Gillespie (nee George ). Albert’s
father had served in WW1, and died in 1922, age 49.

Daniel’s widow Agnes, moved to Victor Harbor in 1923 and leased the Warringa Guest House,
which she later purchased (Warringa is now the Anchorage Hotel). Albert and his siblings settled
well, and Albert was educated at Sacred Heart College. He later undertook medical studies at
Adelaide University and Melbourne’s Newman University.

In 1936, to enhance his medical studies, Albert’s mother financed a trip for him to study abroad in
England. Albert boarded the liner RMS Strathaird from Brisbane on 28 August 1936, arriving in
London on 2 October 1936.

Things in Europe were changing as Nazi led Germany rapidly expanded its hold over surrounding
countries. Europe was on the precipice of war, and England, like its allies were taking interest. For
Albert, life in London was good; however the diligent nature towards his studies had lapsed. Albert
withdrew from London University and enlisted in the Royal Air Force where he trained as a pilot.
He graduated from flying school and was granted a commission as a pilot officer in August 1937.

By 1937 Britain was rapidly building up its defence forces in the face of what appeared to be
inevitable war with Germany. British forces regularly undertook training manoeuvres and in early
August 1938, some 900 aircraft and 15,000 pilots and airmen, together with 17,000 Territorial
Army troops, began the largest Home Defence war exercise held in that country.

On 6 August 1938, fog and low cloud with heavy rain proved an impediment to the aircraft
participating. Flying Officer John Adam as pilot, Pilot Officer Albert Gillespie, as second pilot,
together with aircrew Pilot Officer Edward White, Aircraftmen Charles Suthers and Patrick


http://victorharborrsl.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/ADAMS-Colin-Fielding-RAAF-39923-image.jpg

McGovern, all of 37 Squadron RAF, took off from RAF Feltwell late in the evening, in their
Handley Page Harrow Mk I bomber. Just after midnight, the aircraft crashed into high ground at
Great Barton, Suffolk. All five crewmembers were killed. Poor visibility on the night exercise was
attributed as the cause of the crash.

Albert was buried with full Royal Air Force honours in St Nicholas Church Communal Cemetery,
Feltwell, Suffolk.

His mother and family were so well respected in Victor Harbor that the RSL and the community
resolved to have Albert’s name commemorated on the Victor Harbor War Memorial, even though
Albert had died prior to the commencement of World War Two.

Albert’s brother Keith, served in the Royal Australian Air Force during WW2. He initially trained
as an air gunner but suffered from a perforated right eardrum whilst in the United Kingdom,
attached to RAF Bomber Command. Permanently grounded, Keith returned to Australia and was re-
mustered as a pharmacist and served in Australia, and was involved in the campaign to retake
Borneo from the Japanese. Keith was discharged in 1947 with the rank of Flying Officer.
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Image 5 © Laurence Gillespie family collection 2011
This aircraft is believed to be the Handley that Albert was the co-pilot of.

Image 7 © Laurence Gillespie family collection
2011

The second officer is believed to be Flying Officer
John ADAM, pilot of the Handley Page Harrow
aircraft.

Image 6 © Laurence Gillespie family
collection 2011

Albert shown in uniform outside the officer’s
mess at RAF Feltwell.
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FPTS/722/1/ .1 Royal Air Force,
\ Feltwell,
Thetford,
Horfolk

3rd September, 1956

Daaw 77 M :.«W,

I have just received ycur letter of 30th st and am
writing to oonfim what Air Ministry told you
of 28th August. If you will drop me a line. {addressed to
Commanding Cfficer: not me by name) or ring me a day or two
before your proposed visit, giving deteils of your travell
arrangements, I will see that all arrangements are made to meet
escort you.

wife and I are Australians, and would be glad to have
you stay over night with us, if you can spare the’time, Although
I did not know 37 Squadron at the time of your brother's death,
I got to know it very well during the war, and actually commanded
it for six months in the Middle Rast.

Group Captain,
Officer Commanding
Royal Air c8 Feltwell
Misa J. Gillespis,
19, Victoria Grove,
Kensington
London,
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LOCAL PILOT KILLED IN
MOCK AIR RAIDS.

Mrs. A. A. Gillespie. of “War-
ringa,” Victor Harbour, received
a cablegram from London, on
Monday, telling her that her s
Pilot-Officer Albert George
lespie, 26, of the Royal Air Force,
had been killed. Although the
circumstances of the death were
not given, it is understood that
Pilot-Officer Gillespie was one of
the five killed when a bomber
crashed at the village of Great
Barton, near Bury St. Edmunds,
Suffolk, just after midnight on
Saturday, at the conclusion of
Britain’s greatest mock ai

Yilot-Officer Gillespie received
his carly education at the Victor
Harbour School, and then at-
tended the Marist Brothers’ Col-
lege. From 1932 to 1934 he
studied medicine at the Adelaide
University. At the Melbourne
University, from 1934 to 1936, he
continued his medical course, and
then went to England to com-
plete his studies. In England he
decided not to complete his
course, and joined the R.A.F.



