NEILL, Kenneth John (407800 RAAF)

Name NEILL, Kenneth John Flight
Lieutenant RAAF

Service Number 407800

Date of Birth 1st August 1916

Died 13th July 1943

Place of Birth Adelaide SA

Resident Victor Harbor SA

Cemetery Malta Memorial, Valletta Malta

Kenneth John Neill was born in Adelaide on 1 August 1916. He was the eldest of three children of
Arnold Neill and Effie May Neill (nee Frost). The family home was situated in Gameau Road,
Campbelltown. Kenneth was employed as a bank clerk at the Victor Harbor branch of the Savings
Bank of South Australia at the time of his enrolment in the Royal Australian Air Force Reserve on 5
July 1940. He was called up for full time service six months later on 6 January 194. He had
“Enlisted for duration of the war, and a period of up to twelve months”, on his enrolment
application.

Kenneth’s first unit was No 4 Initial Training School (ITS) at Victor Harbor. Based in the Mount
Breckan estate, this training unit was exclusively for those recruits that were eligible for air cadet
training. If a recruit successfully completed the ten-week intensive course, he would be mustered
either for training as a pilot, air observer (later designated as a navigator) or wireless operator & air
gunner. Kenneth successfully completed his training in late-February 1941 and was mustered for
pilot training with a posting to No 1 Elementary Flying Training School (EFTS) on 6 March 1941.
For reasons not specifically stated, he was sent back to No 1 ITS for nine days (21 April — 30 April)
where he was re-classified for air observer training (navigator) at No 2 Air Observers School (AOS),
Mount Gambier. He successfully completed this course and was assigned for further training at No
2 Bomber and Gunnery School (BAGS), Port Pirie. Upon completion, Kenneth was posted to No 2
Air Navigation School (ANS), Nhill. On 20 September 1941, Kenneth was awarded his Air
Observer’s Badge.

On 15 October 1941, Kenneth took his eight days pre-embarkation leave. The day he reported to No
4 Embarkation Depot (ED) on 23 October, he was commissioned as a Pilot Officer. By 8 November
1941, he was at the RAF’s 103rd Maintenance Unit at RAF Station Aboukir, which was situated
about 11 kilometres east of Alexandria, Egypt. His next posting in June 1942 was to the 209th RAF
Squadron based out of Mombasa, Kenya.
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Equipped with Catalinas, the Squadron flew patrols over the Indian Ocean, with detached bases in
South Africa, Madagascar, Oman and the Seychelles to extend its cover. His service file records he
flew only two sorties with them. His first war flight in the Catalina, was on 5 July, and the last flight
was on the 20 July 1942,

On 24 August, Kenneth was posted 117th RAF Squadron at Bilbeis, Egypt. The Squadron had been
re-equipped with Lockheed Hudsons in November 1941. During this time, he was promoted to
Flying Officer on 23 April 1942. He remained at Bilbeis for two weeks prior to a posting to the
RAAF’s 458 Squadron at Shallufa. The Squadron had detachments at Gambut, Berca and finally to
Malta. Equipped with Vickers Wellington MK III’s, the Squadron undertook maritime patrols,
convoy escorts and mine laying operations. On the 22 April 1943, Kenneth was promoted to the
rank of Acting Flight Lieutenant.

In mid-1943 the Squadron was responsible for sinking many ships, including an Italian cruiser and
a destroyer. In June 1943, the Squadron deployed to Tunisia. On Monday, 12 July 1943 at 2045
hours, Wellington MP 629 took off from RAF Protville (Tunisia) to carry out an armed search for
shipping in the Corsica-North Sardinian area. Aboard the aircraft were eight crewmen — six
RCAF(Royal Canadian Air Force), two RAF and one RAAF, Kenneth was the sole Australian. The
aircraft sent a sighting report at approximately 23:20 hours but nothing was heard after that and the
aircraft failed to return. Kenneth was less than a month away from celebrating his 27" birthday.

Enquiries post-war and interrogation of local inhabitants, the Missing Research and Enquiry Unit
reported that the aircraft was shot down and crashed in the sea between Palau and La Maddalena on
13 July 1943. Palau is on the north east coast of Sardinia and La Maddalena is a small island off the
coast, approximately three miles north of Palau. All crew are commemorated at the Malta Memorial
in Valletta Malta. On the tall monument that towers over the memorial a plague reads.

“OVER THESE AND NEIGHBOURING LANDS AND SEAS THE AIRMEN WHOSE NAMES ARE
RECORDED HERE FELL IN RAID OR SORTIE AND HAVE NO KNOWN GRAVE MALTA
GIBRALTAR MEDITERRANEAN ADRIATIC TUNISIA SICILY ITALY YUGOSLAVIA AUSTRIA
PROPOSITI INSULA TENAX TENACES VIROS COMMEMORAT ”

Kenneth is also commemorated an the Victor Harbor War Memorial located within the Soldiers
Memorial Gardens on Flinders Parade, along the foreshore in Victor Harbor.
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BELL’S for Quality!

CURRENT

COMMENCEMENT V.
DATE

June 7th
5th

August -2nd
.. August 16th

COUPON

ALIDITY
EXPIRES

August 28th
September 25th
October 23rd

Rationing Year

July 17th

i
ugust

August 28th

Traders must not accept Coupons before the Cormmence-
ment Date.

BUTTER Coupons have no value after the closing date of
each fortnightly period.

Mﬁmhnnliﬁoflzw“hfmbm

SUG#RCmponlmnliduphthemdofduR-ﬁoniu
SPECIAL COUPONS

These, issued to Service Men and Women on leave, are

marked: Tea, }; Sugar, 1; Butter, §; and are good for } Ib.

Tea; 3 Ib. Sugar, and } Ib. Butter. They may be used at
any time.

DAVID BELL & Co. Ltd.

Phenes Victer 9

Ry
R, <

P.O. Box 10

CHARITABLE DANCES
COMMITTEE,

Reviewing its activities since
its inception, the local patriotic
dance committee discussed at
length and dealt extensively with
matters concerning the future ad-
ministration of its affairs, at a
meeting held on Monday night
last. Appointed by the towr
council, under whose direction
and control the body operates,
the committee consists of Messrs.
S. D. Bruce (chairman), A. L.
Sedunary, R. G. Miller, G. A.
Bond and K. A. Pearsons (secre-
tary). These men were appointed
for the purpose of conducting
dances for the enjoyment of mem-
bers of the R./ . and assisting
patriotic, charitable, and other
worthy organisations. Since its
appointment on November 1st,
1941, until Tuly 3rd, 43, the com-
mittee has disbursed the amount
of £1,857/9/9, and many congra-
tulatory and appreciative letters
have been received from bodies
who have received assistance as a
result of these dances.

Progressive statements and
balance sheets have been audited
and placed before the corporation
for its perusal. The council has
the authority at any time to ter-
minate the tenure of ¢he commit-
tee.

It has been decided to discon-
tinue the Wednesday night dance
until further notice, owing to
numerous counter attractions,
coupled with the fact that some
of the guest homes aré now in
recess.

Applications may be made for
Saturday night engagements or
assistance from the secretary.

FOOTBALL TOMORROW.

The first football match to be played
at Victor Harbour this season will take
place on the oval tomorrow, commenc-
ing at 2.30 p.m., between teams repre-
senting the RAAF. and Victor.

The following teams have been

King (capt.), Dodds (vice-

e, Browning, Inkley, Nel-

wling, Becker, Beatty, Skin-

ner, Waller, Harkin, Williams, Haw-

kins, Bray, Wynne, Longmire, Stewart.
Reserves, Johns and Hoare.

Victor _ Harbour.—G. Morrison, D.
Bartel, E. Surfield, W. Williams, L.
Pearce, J. D. Brown,
Bruce, D.” Wylie, K. Pitman, R. Ewen,
G. Rumbelow, Pedder, D. Gregary, R.
Yatcs, N. Johnson, G. Ridge, P. Tug-
well, C. "Broadbent, F. Rowlands,
Rogerson. The eighteen will be sel-
ected from the above, and any player
unavailable is asked to notify one of
the committee as soon as possible.

LAWRENCE—JENKINS
WEDDING.

The Goodwood Methodist Church
was prettily decorated by the mothers
of the bride and bridegroom for the
wedding of Winifred Alexandra, elder
daughter of Captain and Mrs. W. W,
{(e.n ins, of Victor Harbour, and Pte.

arry Ro’m (AIF returned), young-
est son of Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Law-
rence, of Cobera.

The bride, who entered the church
to the strains of the “Wedding March,”
with her mother, looked attractive in
a blue street frock wigh black access-
ories and carried a“posy of white
mixed flowers.

The bride was attended by Miss Ruth
Lawrence (sister of the bridegroom) in
dusky pink. The bridegroom was at-
tended I_:‘v,"| Mr. Des. Brooks, of Good-
wood. e mother of the bride wore
a navy and white two-piece suit and
the mother of the bridegroom was
dressed in navy blue. The Rev. W.
F. H. Brasher was the officiati
n:u‘\;:lc':. A ;m:ll bre:eptiun was hel
at the home of the bri ':gnd-
mother, Mrs. W. q:?om v
Owing to the bride’s father being on
active service with the AIF, her mother
gave her away,

£848 FROM RED CROSS
DRIVE.

+ Miss Stella Kirby Queen for
1943.

After two months of strenuous
campaigning, the 1943 Red Cross
ted

NEWS IN BRIEF.

The many friends of Mr. J. J.
Davoien will sympathise with bim
at the tragic death of his brother,
Mr. A P. Davoren, station-
master, which occurred on Tuesday
last at Parooka when he was
ciushed between two sheep vans
during ing operati

gueen Competition, ¢
y the Victor Harbour Circle
Social Committee, was brought to
a successful conclusion with a
ball in the Town Hall on Wed-
nesday night last, when there
was a very large attendance of
both dancers and onlookers.
Music was provided by a local
orchestra.

During the evening the seven-
teen candidates in the queen com-
petition were introduced to the
large assembly by Mr. R. A.
Miller. They were Misses Norma
Kirby, Stella Kirby, Betty Elix,
Elva” Henderson, Laurel Sutton,
Patricia Spicer, Joyce Wallage,
Phyllis Shipway, Judy Bruce,
Carys Pearce, Gwenneth Haese,
Colieen Pearsons, Helen Roberts,
Gwen Grosvenor, Lexie Ireland,
Joan Roads, Helen Reid.

Mr. Miller then asked the
mayor (Mr. S. D. Bruce) to draw
the winning name from a box in
which they had been placed, and,
amid rounds of applause, Miss
Stella Kirby's name .was with-
drawn and that young lady was
acclaimed Victor Harbour’s Red
Cross Queen for 1943. Mr. Bruce
congratulated the committee on
the success of the appeal, and said
that the committec was fortunate
in having Mrs. Graham Shipway
as president. The organisers,
Mrs. E. L. Rumbelow and Mrs.
A. M. Pearce, had displayed won-
derful organising ability and the
success of the competition was in
no small way due to their untir-
ing efforts.

In making a presentation to
each of the contestants, Mrs.
Shipway thanked eevrybody for
the wonderful help rendered, par-
ticularly the parents of the girls
for allowing them to take part.
The winning queen was crowned
by Mrs. Shipway, little Jennifer
Goldsack assisting in the cere-
mony.

The bulk of the money raised
was derived from a popular photo
competition for local boys in the
fighting scrvices, conducted by
the queen contestants. This real-
ised £695 and was won by Sgt.-
Pilot Alan Sedunary, R.AA.F,
whose nomination was sponsored
by Misses Helen Reid and Carys
Pearce.

The voting was as follows:—

No. Votes Amount
Alan Sedunary
Huarold Elix
Gordon Pearsons
Gordou Jenke
{:lk Martin 78 14
aurice Roads 7 1
Peter Matthews 58 6
Jack Grosvenor 3 8

Total 167,536 695 11 4
It is the intention of the com-

mittee to send each boy a cake as
a momento of the competition,

3 140 0
124 19
100 19
88 0

CAVwRVONG

In memory of Private D, F.
a of K e (8 .

of this district), who was killed at
Kl Alamein twelve months ago, a
tree is to be plauted on a site :f:nll
opposite the Lower Inman Hall,
The simple ceremony will be per-
formed on Friday, 30th July, at
3 p.m. by Col. H, M, Parsons, and
children from nearby schools will
attend ; it will be of a public nature,
The Sweetman famil,

the oldest settlers in

t

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Neill, of
Gamb Road, Campbelltown,
have been advised that their son,
Flying-Officer Kenneth J. Neill,
has been reported missing as the
result of air operations oned[uly
12-13. F. O. Neill enlisted in
the R.A.AF. from Victor Har-
bour in l]\al , 1940, and left for
the Middie-East in October, 1941.
He also served in Malta. Prior
to enlistment, he_was employed
at the local branch of the Savings
Bank.

Mothers’ and Babies’ Association
is to be held in the Mayor’s Par-
lour, Victor Harbour, on Tues-
day, 10th August, at 3 p.m.
Nominations for various offices
close with the hon. secretary,
Mrs. Wilson, on 3rd August.
Mrs. W. D. Walker (Inter-
national Secretary) will be the
speaker at the annual mieeting of
the Country Women’s Associa-
tion on Tuesday next at the
Masonic Hall at 2.30 p.m.
——Ea—

SOUTH COAST HOSPITAL.

The thirteenth annual meeting
of the Women’s Auxiliary was
held in the Town Hall on Tues-
day afternoon, July 13th, and
there was* a large attendance of
members. 2

A very successful year's work
was reported.

Annual collections are made
from the members of eggs, jam,
old linen, and Christmas cheer,
and all the sewing and mending
is done for the hospital.

The following officers were
again clected :—President, Mrs.
M. Jagger; vice-presidents, Mrs.
H. M. Parsons and Miss E. Good-
win; secretary and treasurer,
Mrs. H. L. Smith; committee,
Mrs, H. E. Welch, Matron Tuck,
Mrs. E, A. Sowerby, Mrs. E.
Welch, and Mrs. W, L. Williams;
auditor, Miss M. A. Jagger.

ceppgm—

“There must be no letting up at the
end of this war. You will have to go

on in the same spirit after the war to
win the peace."—Mr. Attlee, Deputy

Prime Minister of Great Britain.

DAIRYMEN & GRAZIERS!

We have been appointed District Agents for the well known

VETAMAC STOCK

PREPARATIONS

with cleaning their Milking

Dairymen,

Machines, are advised to order the VETEMAC CLEANSER and
STERILISER.

Remember, Healthy Stock give a Better Yield.

For information, ’phone or write

W. B. LALOR

THE VICTOR PHARMACY,

Phone 15. R

VICTOR HARBOUR.

DEFECTIVE ORIGINAD
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Casualty Section,

Albert Park Barra
XXX SeCeSe

66/29/32(464)

S4 v
L4,

I refer to previous communicati ncerning your

son, Flight Lieutenant Kenneth John Nel and now advise

a report has been received from the Mlssing esearch and
Service operating in the

The report, ch 1s D ¢ the records of
municipal authorities and "L~”‘«"v‘=u‘ f local inhabltants at
La Maddalena, states that your alrcraft was shot down
and crashed into the sea between Palau and La Maddalena on the
13th July, 1943. Palau 1s situated on the north east coast
s a small 1sland off the coast

32

of Sardinis and La Maddalena

2
is
approximately three miles north of Palau.

The report adds, that tl
the crew namely Sm/,,\nu Crocker of the y
washed ashore several s after the crash and
a Maddalena Cemetery ‘ ¢ orts to euhﬁbliou et}?
bodles of your m. and his six other comrades were ever
recovered have proved unsuccessfu It is concluded therefors,
they were

commemorate your son by including
1 ch will be erected at a later date
3 Imperial Wi J aves Commission, to the memory of those
deceused members wl ! ) No known grave. Detalils concerning
the location and form of th memorial have yet to be decided
by the Commission.

the sincere

Mr. A. Neill,
Gameau Road,
CAMPBELITOWN . SeA.

Image 9 © naa.gov.au 2026
Official notification of missing in action to Mr Arnold Neill, Kenneth’s
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Image 10 © naa.gov.au 2026
Notification of missing in action to Mr Arnold Neill, Kenneth’s father.
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Location on the Roll of Honour

Roll of Honour name projection

Kenneth John Neill's name will be projected onto the exteric

Friday, 6 March 2026 at 519 an

Monday, 1June 2026 at 5.44 am

Sunday. 11 October 2026 at 4.56 am




